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34. HYPERICUM GAITIT HAINES (HYPERICACEAE), A NEW RECORD FOR 


SOUTHERN PENINSULAR INDIA 


The genus Hypericum with about 400 species is 
cosmopolitan in distribution. 25 species of the genus have 
been reported from India (Sharma and Sanjappa 1993), 
of which 5 species are so far known to occur in southern 
peninsular India. 

While working on the flora of Eastern Ghats, 
we collected an interesting species of Hypericum 
from the slopes of Galikonda hills of Visakhapatnam 
district, Andhra Pradesh. After critical study it was 
identified as Hypericum gaitii Haines and found to be 
anew record for southern peninsular India. This taxon 
has not been reported so far from Andhra Pradesh 
(Pullaiah and Chennaiah 1997). With this report, its 
distribution extends from east to south. A detailed 
description and illustration of this species is provided 
here. 

Hypericum gaitii Haines in J. Asiat. Soc. Beng. 
n.s. 15: 311. 1919 & Bot. Bihar & Orissa 1: 52.1925. 
Saxena & Brahmam FI. Orissa 1: 111-112. 1994. Sharma 
& Sanjappa FI. India 3: 58 f. 59.1997. 

Much branched glabrous shrub, 0.8-2 m tall; stem 
chartaceous, terete, reddish brown, internodes long, 
conspicuous. Leaves simple, opposite, decussate, elliptic- 
oblong, to oblong-lanceolate, rarely oblanceolate, 1.5-6 


x 0.3-1.8cm, glabrous, pale and black glandular beneath, 
apex subacute to acute, margin entire, base sub 
amplexicaul, midnerve and lateral nerves reddish-brown, 
lateral nerves 3 pairs, basal lateral nerves running 
towards apex, petiole 0. Flowers yellow, bisexual, 2-5 in 
dichotomous cymes, 2-3.5 cm across, pedicel 7-12 mm 
long; bracts elliptic-lanceolate, up to 11 mm long. Sepals 
5, green, free, imbricate, 8-10 x 4-6 mm, ovate or ovate- 
lanceolate, persistent in fruit. Petals obliquely obovate, 
3 x 1.7cm, prominently veined, black-glandular punctate, 
distantly serrulate. Stamens numerous, combined into 
5 bunches, c. 25 each, epipetalous; filaments linear, 5 to 
1.8 cm long, anthers yellow, 1 mm long. Ovary glabrous, 
ellipsoid, 7 mm long, 5- to 7-locular, broadly oblong, 
ovules many per locule on axile placentation; styles 5, 
rarely 6-7, 1.2 cm long, basally connate, persistent; stigma 
capitate. Capsule ellipsoid or conical, dehiscing along 
placenta, 1.2-1.5 cm long, tipped with persistent style; 
seeds numerous, brown, polished, 0.1 mm long, linear to 
oblong, acute to subacute at both ends, scalariform 
reticulate. 

FI.: February-May, 

Fr: April-June. 

Ecology: Rare on slopes of exposed hills. 
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Fig. 1: Hypericum gaitii Haines, A. Fruiting twig, B. Flowering twig, C. Bract, D. Sepal, E. Petal, 
F. Petal with staminal bundle, G. One staminal bunch, H. |. & J. Anthers, K. Pistil, L. Seed. 


Specimens examined: Galikonda hills c. 1,250 m 
above msl, Visakhapatnam district, Andhra Pradesh, 
KSM 21945 & 21956 

Distribution: Bihar, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh and 
Madhya Pradesh - endemic. 
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35. AMENDMENT TO AN ENDEMIC SPECIES DALBERGIA TINNEVELLIENSIS 
THOTH., FAMILY FABACEAE ON ITS REDISCOVERY FROM KALAKKAD- 
MUNDANTHURAI TIGER RESERVE, INDIA 


Thothathri (1976) described Dalbergia 
tinnevelliensis sp. nov. from a fruiting specimen 
collected by Fischer in January 1917 (4045, CAL) from 
Mundanthurai, Tirunelveli district. This species is endemic 
to Tamil Nadu (Thothathri 1987). During the inventory 
in the buffer zone of the Kalakkad-Mundanthurai Tiger 
Reserve (KMTR), specimens of the species were 
collected in flowering and fruiting condition after a lapse 
of about 83 years. The description has been amended 
on the basis of these new collections. Illustration and 
other related details are provided to facilitate 
identification and conservation of the species. 

Dalbergia tinnevelliensis Thoth. in Ceylon J. Sci. 
(Bio. Sci.) 12(1): 47. 1976 

Shrub or tree, up to 5 m high; stems woody, 
lenticellate, glabrous; branchlets rigid, ending in thorns; 
thorns 0.6-1.7 x 0.15-0.2 cm, glabrous. Leaves alternate, 
imparipinnate, 2.5-12.6 x 1-4 cm, in short clusters, 
stipulate; stipules caducous; leaflets 7-17 in each pinna, 
obovate, 1-2.7 x 0.5-1.3 cm, acutely obtuse at base when 
young, cuneately obtuse at base when mature, entire at 
margin, obtusely retuse or emarginate at apex, 
subcoriaceous, pale green above, glaucous beneath; 
rachis puberulous; midvein prominent; lateral veins 
indistinct; petiolules c. 1.0 x 0.6 mm, puberulous. 
Inflorescence in axillary racemose panicles, 1.5-2.5 x 
1.7-2 cm. Flowers bisexual, 5-merous, zygomorphic, 4- 
4.3 x 3.7-3.9mm,; bracts oblong-lanceolate, c. 1.5 x 
0.3 mm, puberulous outside, glabrous inside; bracteoles 
lanceolate, c. 0.9 x 0.3 mm, puberulous outside, glabrous 
within; pedicels c. 1.2 x 0.3 mm, puberulous. Calyx 
campanulate, brown, connate at base, 5-toothed above, 
glabrous, ciliate above middle; tube c. 2.0 x 1.5 mm; 
teeth unequal, upper 4 smaller, lower one larger; upper 
ones ovate, c. 1.1 x 0.9 mm, entire at margin, 2 teeth 
obtuse at apex, 2 teeth acute at apex; larger one oblong- 
lanceolate, entire at margin, acute at apex, hairy on midrib 
outside, c. 1.3 x 0.4mm. Petals 5, whitish yellow; 
standard orbicular, 3.5-4.1 x 3.2-3.8 mm, slightly auricled 
at base, entire at margin, retuse at apex; wings 2, oblong, 
2.8-3 x 1-1.1 mm, adnate above, auricled at base, entire 
at margin, obtuse at apex; claw c. 0.5 x 0.2 mm; keels 2, 
oblong-obovate, 2.5-3 x 1-1.2 mm, obliquely auricled at 
base, entire at margin, adnate above, obtuse at apex; 


claw 0.5-0.7 x 0.2-0.25 mm. Stamens 9, monadelphous, 
whitish yellow; staminal column free above, connate up 
to 1.2 x 1.2 mm; middle one longer, c. 1.5 x 0.2 mm; 
laterals 4, 2 each on either side, c. 1.2 x 0.2 mm; 
marginals 4, shorter than laterals, 2 each on either side, 
c. l x 0.2 mm; anthers basifixed, rectangular in shape, 
c. 0.25 x 0.5 mm, transverse. Ovary brown, stipitate, 
oblong, c. 3.25 x 1 mm; stipe c. 1 x 0.4 mm; ovules 4; 
style c. 0.35 x 0.25 mm; stigma terminal. Pod greenish 
- pale brown, indehiscent, flat, oblong-elliptic, 3.6-5.9 x 
].2-1.7 cm, acutely cuneate at base, entire and ribbed 
at margin, obtusely acute and rarely mucronate at apex, 
faintly reticulate, glabrous, 1- or 2-seeded, stipitate; stipe 
2-5.2 x 0.4-0.8 mm. Seeds 1 or 2, attached marginally, 
pale to dark brown when mature, reniform, 12.5-12.8 x 
6.6-6.9 mm. 

The distinguishing features between Dalbergia 
coromandeliana Prain and D. tinnevelliensis Thoth. 
are given in Table 1. 

Specimens examined: India, Tamil Nadu, 
Tirunelveli district, Kalakkad-Mundanthurai Tiger 
Reserve (KMTR): Ambasamudram Range, Singampatti 
beat, c. 250 m: 9.111.2001, M.B. Viswanathan and 
S. Ramakrishnan 10336 & 10384; 10.111.2001, 
M.B. Viswanathan and S. Ramakrishnan 10430; 
15.11.2001, M.B. Viswanathan and S. Ramakrishnan 
10459; 16.111.2001, M.B. Viswanathan and 
S. Ramakrishnan 10514; 17.1.2001, M.B. Viswanathan 
and §. Ramakrishnan 10569; 19.111.2001, 
M.B. Viswanathan and S. Ramakrishnan 10589; 
3.1v.2001, M.B. Viswanathan and M. Venkatesan 
12470; 8.v.2001, M.B. Viswanathan and M. Venkatesan 
13540; Kadayam Range, Ambur beat: c. 240 m: 
24.1v.2001, M.B. Viswanathan and S. Ramakrishnan 
13105; Kalakkad Range, Kalakkad beat, c. 300 m: 
9.111.2001, M.B. Viswanathan and B. Jeyasuresh 10055 
& 10079; 18.111.2001, M.B. Viswanathan and 
B. Jeyasuresh 10087; 211.111.2001, M.B. Viswanathan and 
B. Jeyasuresh 10726; 8.1v.2001, M.B. Viswanathan and 
B. Jeyasuresh 10769; Papanasam Range, Aladiyur beat, 
c. 200 m: 16.111.2001, M.B. Viswanathan and N. Andal 
10692. 

Habitat: Southern tropical thorn forest with trees 
of Allophylus serratus, Grewia rhamnifolia, Sapindus 
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